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Course Description: 

 Creative rather than interpretive, art is a universal language whose production is characterized by 
constant decision making and problem solving.  Success in that process brings a sense of autonomy 
that is empowering and beneficial to all learners.  Art 1 is designed to provide a foundation for those 
who intend to pursue art for personal enrichment or as a future career.  The fundamentals of drawing, 
painting and sculpture in a variety of media are emphasized.   Technical proficiency is not an end in 
itself but is taught as a means to communicate artistic intention, and to reflect an original voice.  Art 
history, criticism and aesthetics, as they relate to studio production, are incorporated throughout the 
course.  Analysis, problem-solving, and reflection are emphasized in both a studio and 
critical/evaluation context.   

 The Art I program emphasizes the development of students’ ability to recognize visual arts content, 
concepts, and skills to create, discuss, and understand original works of art. The standards represent a 
thematic approach to visual communication and production, cultural context and art history, judgment 
and criticism, and aesthetics through which students will develop understanding and appreciation for 
the visual arts. Students will maintain a portfolio documenting their accomplishments. Students will 
select representative work to take to the next level of study. By the time students complete Art IV, the 
culminating portfolio will demonstrate quality, breadth of experience, technical skill, concentration, and 
growth over time.  

 
Course Essential Questions:  

 How can the visual arts provide a way for us to communicate with others? 

 How does the medium of a visual art form shape and influence what it communicates to its audience? 
To what extent is the medium the message? 

 How can the production of visual arts support one-on-one, small group, and large group interaction and 
communication? 

 To what extent is the production of visual arts dependent upon the world view and perspective of the 
artist? 

 To what extent can the visual arts communicate universal themes and ideas about what it means to be 
human? 

 How can you express yourself via the visual arts? 

 How can the same theme of motif vary and change, depending upon your use of a particular medium 
related to the visual arts? 
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Course Transfer Goals: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 The student will maintain a sketchbook/journal of ideas and writings to use as a resource and planning 
tool. 

 The student will select representative works of art for a portfolio. 

 The student will produce works of art that demonstrate the experimental application of the elements of 
art and the principles of design. 

 The student will recognize and identify technological developments in the visual arts. 

 The student will demonstrate the use of technology and electronic media as artistic tools. 

 The student will produce works of art that demonstrate an understanding of two-dimensional and three-
dimensional art media, with emphases on drawing, painting, and sculpture. 

 The student will use a variety of subject matter and symbols to express ideas in works of art. 

 The student will create works of art that represent originality, personal expression, and craftsmanship. 

 The student will define and practice ethical procedures when producing works of art. 

 The student will demonstrate skill in preparing and displaying works of art. 
 
Course at a Glance: 
 

Visual Arts Program: K-12  

Module 1:  
Visual Communication and Production  
Throughout their study of the visual arts 
in ACPS, students will develop and 
communicate ideas by creating works of 
art. They will develop fluency in visual, 
oral, and written communication, using art 
vocabulary and concepts. Through art 
production, students will express ideas 
and feelings in two-dimensional art forms 
and gain respect for their own work and 
the work of others. Students also will 
demonstrate safe and ethical practices in 
the use of art materials, tools, techniques, 
and processes.  

Module 2:  
Cultural Context and Art History  
Continuing their study of visual arts in 
ACPS, students will develop 
understanding of the visual arts in relation 
to history and cultures by investigating 
works of art from different times and 
places. Through the study of works of art 
and the people who produced them, 
students will learn to understand the role 
of visual arts play in communicating 
historical and cultural beliefs and ideas.  

Module 3:  
Judgment and Criticism  
In this particular module, students will 
examine works of art and make informed 
judgments about them based on 
established visual arts criteria. Through 
the understanding of visual arts principles 
and processes, they will be able to use a 
variety of strategies to analyze the visual 
qualities and interpret the meaning of 
works of art. They will also employ critical 
evaluation skills in the production of their 
works of art.  

Module 4:  
Aesthetics  
Finally, students will reflect upon and 
analyze their personal responses to the 
expressive and communicative qualities 
of works of art. They will understand that 
their background, knowledge, and 
experiences influence their perceptions of 
works of art. Through the examination of 
issues related to the visual arts, students 
will draw conclusions and reflect on the 
nature, meaning, and value of art, based 
on their dual roles as both creator and 
viewer of art. They will learn to recognize 
the differences between personal opinion 
and informed judgment when reflecting 
upon, discussing, and responding to 
visual imagery.  
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Instructional Sequence: 

 Quarter 1:  Introduction to the Elements of Art + 2-D Design 

 Quarter 2:  Exploration of Color Theory with painting, drawing + sculpture  

 Quarter 3:  Creation of 3-D space with Linear Perspective 

 Quarter 4:  Continuation of  composition + final portfolio 
 
Materials: 
A 9” x 12” sketchbook or a pack of computer paper and four 3-prong paper report covers with pockets are 
required for this course. Please see the instructor if you have any questions about obtaining a sketchbook for 
class.  
Supports Available:  

 All activities and assignments will be posted on class website (art4tab.com).  

 Instructor Office Hours:  Daily, 8:00-9:00 am, 3:15-3:45 pm, and by appointment 
Expectations for the Student as Artist:  
Learning is an active process; therefore: 

 Arrive on time every day, ready to learn. 

 Remember to check Blackboard everyday & bring required materials to class. 

 Think, create, and reflect. 
 

 Respect one another and the studio environment. 

 Observe safety procedures. 

 Complete assignments fully and on time. 

 Keep the studio clean by doing your part. 

 Simply do your best. 
 

Expectations for the Instructor as Teacher and Coach: 
It is my absolute commitment that each of you learn all that this course includes and that you find satisfaction 
in your accomplishments, just as I find satisfaction in knowing that I did all I possibly can to help you achieve to 
the highest possible levels.  As your art teacher, I am committed to the following: 

 I will facilitate an instructional environment to support the Student as Artist. 

 I will create an instructional environment that encourages Skills such as critical thinking, problem 
solving, communication, collaboration, creativity, and innovation 

 I will model, guide, facilitate, monitor, provide feedback, and assess students to support their active 
thinking and learning. 

 I will design a learning environment to support and challenge student thinking. 

 I will develop strategies to help students direct their learning. 
Assessment:  
We will use a variety of diagnostic, formative and summative assessments: 

 Class discussion/group critique  

 Portfolio  

 Demonstration  

 Sketchbooks 

 Self-assessment  

 Studio Projects 

 Daily criterion-based assessment feedback through classroom exercises and project work 

 

Grading Criteria:  
 Exercises  20% 

 Sketchbook  20% 

 Projects  60% 

http://acps.blackboard.com/

