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Course Description: 
 Creative rather than interpretive, art is a universal language whose production is characterized by constant 

decision making and problem solving.  Success in that process brings a sense of autonomy that is empowering 

and beneficial to all learners.  Art 2 is designed to provide a foundation for those who intend to pursue art for 

personal enrichment or as a future career.  The fundamentals of drawing, painting and sculpture in a variety of 

media are emphasized.   Technical proficiency is not an end in itself but is taught as a means to communicate 

artistic intention, and to reflect an original voice.  Art history, criticism and aesthetics, as they relate to studio 

production, are incorporated throughout the course.  Analysis, problem-solving, and reflection are emphasized in 

both a studio and critical/evaluation context. 

 The Art 2 program is designed to help students extend and refine abilities to investigate and respond to the visual 

arts. Emphasis is place on the importance of content, concepts, and skills involved in the creation of original 

works of art. A chronological approach is introduced to visual communication and production, cultural context 

and art history, judgment and criticism, and aesthetics that enhance student understanding of the ways in which 

art functions within a multicultural society. Students will continue to maintain a portfolio and select 

representative work to take to the next level of study. 

 

Course Essential Questions:  
 How can the visual arts provide a way for us to communicate with others? 

 How does the medium of a visual art form shape and influence what it communicates to its audience? To what 

extent is the medium the message? 

 How can the production of visual arts support one-on-one, small group, and large group interaction and 

communication? 

 To what extent is the production of visual arts dependent upon the world view and perspective of  the artist? 

 To what extent can the visual arts communicate universal themes and ideas about what it means to be human? 

 How can you express yourself via the visual arts? 

 How can the same theme of motif vary and change, depending upon your use of a particular medium related to the 

visual arts? 

 

Course Transfer Goals: 
 The student will expand the use of a sketchbook/journal by adding preliminary sketches, finished drawings, 

critical writings, and class notes.  

 The student will demonstrate the ability to evaluate and select works of art for an expanded portfolio.  

 The student will demonstrate effective use of the elements of art and the principles of design in a variety of art 

media.  

 The student will use technology to create and manipulate images.  

 The student will demonstrate proficiency and craftsmanship in the use of an expanded range of art media.  
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 The student will use historical subject matter and symbols as inspiration to produce works of art.  

 The student will employ the visual problem-solving process in the production of original works of art.  

 The student will adhere to ethical procedures when producing works of art.  

 The student will select and prepare two-dimensional and three-dimensional works of art for display.  

 The student will identify characteristics of works of art that are presented as a series or sequence.  

 

Course at a Glance:   

 

Visual Arts Program: K-12  

Module 1:  

Visual Communication and Production  
Throughout their study of the visual arts in ACPS, 

students will develop and communicate ideas by 

creating works of art. They will develop fluency 

in visual, oral, and written communication, using 

art vocabulary and concepts. Through art 

production, students will express ideas and 

feelings in two-dimensional art forms and gain 

respect for their own work and the work of others. 

Students also will demonstrate safe and ethical 

practices in the use of art materials, tools, 

techniques, and processes.  

Module 2:  

Cultural Context and Art History  
Continuing their study of visual arts in ACPS, 

students will develop understanding of the visual 

arts in relation to history and cultures by 

investigating works of art from different times and 

places. Through the study of works of art and the 

people who produced them, students will learn to 

understand the role of visual arts play in 

communicating historical and cultural beliefs and 

ideas.  

Module 3:  

Judgment and Criticism  
In this particular module, students will examine 

works of art and make informed judgments about 

them based on established visual arts criteria. 

Through the understanding of visual arts 

principles and processes, they will be able to use a 

variety of strategies to analyze the visual qualities 

and interpret the meaning of works of art. They 

will also employ critical evaluation skills in the 

production of their works of art.  

Module 4:  

Aesthetics  
Finally, students will reflect upon and analyze 

their personal responses to the expressive and 

communicative qualities of works of art. They will 

understand that their background, knowledge, and 

experiences influence their perceptions of works 

of art. Through the examination of issues related 

to the visual arts, students will draw conclusions 

and reflect on the nature, meaning, and value of 

art, based on their dual roles as both creator and 

viewer of art. They will learn to recognize the 

differences between personal opinion and 

informed judgment when reflecting upon, 

discussing, and responding to visual imagery.  

 

Instructional Sequence: 
● Quarter 1:  The Principles of Design & Drawing Concepts 

● Quarter 2:  Color Theory & Painting Concepts 

● Quarter 3:  Mixed Media &/or Printmaking, 3D or Ceramics 

● Quarter 4:  3D or Ceramics & Technology/Portfolio 

 

The sequencing of these modules/concepts may be rearranged to fit the need of the students &/or process of the given 

studio projects, sketchbooks & assignments. 

 
Materials: Bring these 3 items with you DAILY as they are required for this course!   

1. Pencil with an eraser, preferably a wooden pencil versus a mechanical pencil.  

2. Spiral-bound or book-bound (9” x 9” minimum/ 9” x 12” maximum) sketchbook; preferably without perforated pages 

(the pages begin to fall out within a few weeks). Please see the instructor if you have any questions or concerns about 

obtaining a sketchbook for class. Also, see class website for more information. 

3. Chromebook: This device is school issued and will be utilized daily in class. 
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Supports Available: (Students are expected to use these supports to enhance academic achievement). 
 CANVAS & Class Website: All studio projects, sketchbooks & assignments will be posted on CANVAS & class 

website: www.art4tab.com.  

 REMIND App for Students & Parents/Guardians: see CANVAS & Class Website for details. 

 Instructor Office Hours:   
 Monday – Thursday: 3:20-4:00  

 RED DAYS: 12:20-1:40  

 BLUE DAYS: 10:10-11:20 

 OPEN STUDIO: extra time & opportunity for any student to come into art studio after school to use materials, art 

tools & receive support on studio projects, sketchbooks & assignments for any class or personal artistic 

endeavors! Weekly availability changes according to instructor schedule; typically between Tuesday-Thursday 

3:20-4:20 (sometimes instructor will stay later if arranged by student with parent/guardian permission).  
 After school buses are available for any student supervised in classroom during that timeframe – 

instructor gives bus pass accordingly. Parent/Guardian is responsible for transportation if student 

is not taking after-school bus transportation, DASH bus (free to TCW students with school ID), or 

walking to residence.  

 Instructor CONTACT: The best way to reach me is via email at tabitha.eller@acps.k12.va.us. I will return your 

email within 24 hours; if for some reason I have not responded within that timeframe, please email me back! If 

email does not work for you or your situation, please call the school during my office hours or text me via the 

Remind app! Please sign up for Remind – it is a great tool for communication outside the classroom. 

 

Expectations for the Student as Artist:  

Learning is an active process; therefore: 

 Arrive on time every day, ready to learn. 

 Remember to check CANVAS & class website everyday & bring required materials to class. 

 Think, create, and reflect. 

 

 Respect one another and the studio environment. 
 This one is a BIGGIE in my class: be compassionate towards all your fellow human beings! This is my ‘absolute 

expectation’ because it is so personal and close to my heart. I have 3 sons…and my middle son, Briscoe, has Down’s 

syndrome & autism. I will only tolerate respectful behavior in my classroom – I would like to believe that no matter our 

differences, whether they are genetic or otherwise, we can exist as a community that can treat each other with respect and 

kindness!  

 Observe safety procedures. 

 Complete assignments fully and on time. 

 Keep the studio clean by doing your part. 

 Simply do your best. This class is 95% participation + discipline and 5% talent!  

 

Expectations for the Instructor as Teacher: 

It is my absolute commitment that each of you learn all that this course includes and that you find satisfaction in your 

accomplishments, just as I find satisfaction in knowing that I did all I possibly can to help you achieve to the highest 

possible levels.  As your art teacher, I am committed to the following: 

 I will facilitate an instructional environment to support the Student as Artist. 

 I will create an instructional environment that encourages skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, 

communication, collaboration, creativity, and innovation. 

 I will model, guide, facilitate, monitor, provide feedback, and assess students to support their active thinking and 

learning. 

 I will design a learning environment to support and challenge student thinking. 

 I will develop strategies to help students direct their learning. 

 

Assessment:  

We will use a variety of diagnostic, formative and summative assessments: 

 Class discussion/group critique  

 Portfolio  
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Bathroom Policy 

 

 Each student will be allotted THREE bathroom 

passes per quarter.  

 

Procedures & Expectations: 

 

 NO FLY ZONE: During the first and last 10 minutes 

of class students are not permitted to leave the 

classroom.  

 Independent Studio Time is the best time to request 

a bathroom pass. Unless it is a true emergency, 

please do not interrupt the instructor during teaching 

or demonstrations.  

 Students will be required to 1. Sign out on an exit 

log and with date/time and 2. must receive a hall 

pass from the teacher or substitute to move 

throughout the hallway.  

 

- Students that have an emergency and go over their 

allotment will ‘owe back class time’ via a working 

lunch or open studio within the school week.  

+ Students with possession of remaining bathroom 

passes at the end of each quarter will receive extra-

credit at the end of each grading period. 

*If you have a medical condition that will hinder 

your ability to adhere to this policy, please see the 

instructor. 

 

Electronic Device Policy 

 

Per Student Handbook: Personal electronic devices 

must remain off and out of sight during the 

instructional day unless such use occurs under the 

direction of an instructor.  

 

 There is no blanket approval for personal 

electronic devices; permission to use such 

devices is granted on a day-by-day, 

lesson-by-lesson, & student-by student 

basis.  

 Online student activity during instruction 

on school issued Chromebooks will be 

closely monitored by the instructor 

through Hapara. 

 

+ Depending on the class, students & day, 

the instructor may allow students to listen 

to music with one earbud only. *This is 

typically a reward earned by the whole 

class or student(s) for positive behavior(s). 

It is not a daily norm. 

 

- If a student possesses such a device other 

than as permitted in this policy, in addition 

to other disciplinary sanctions which may 

be imposed, the device may be confiscated 

from the student and returned only to the 

student’s parent/guardian. 

 Demonstration  

 Sketchbooks 

 Self-assessment & Reflection 

 Studio Projects both process & product 

 Daily criterion-based assessment feedback through classroom exercises and project work 

 

Grading Criteria:  

 Exercises   20% 

 Sketchbooks   20% 

 Studio Projects   60%   
 
Final Exam: Consists of 3 main parts with the highest weight carried on the Portfolio. 

 Portfolio  

 Diagnostic Drawing(s) 

 Visual Literacy Exam 

NOTE: The instructor has the ability to make changes to 

this document as the course proceeds. Students will be 

notified accordingly. 

All policies listed in the “Common Course Expectations” document posted on Canvas, including, the ACPS Honor 

Code (https://www.acps.k12.va.us/cms/lib/VA01918616/Centricity/Shared/documents/school-board-policies/jfc-

r2.pdf ), apply to all classes at T.C. Williams High School.  
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